From: Bessken, Charlene

To: Runge, Jeff
Subject: Re: R-Project Update
Date: Tuesday, June 8, 2021 8:40:53 AM

Attachments: USFWS ABB Conservation Measures (2021Apr28 DraftKScom) cmbcomments.

| like the new thought on not supporting mowing. | wrote some comments and asked a co-
worker to look at them, but didn't get them back. Here is what | wrote - take with a big grain
of salt.

Thanks.

Charlene "Charlie" Bessken

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

USFWS South Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400

Pierre, SD 57501

(605) 224-8693 ext. 231

Fax (605) 224-1416

My weekly schedule is M-Th - 6:30 am to 5:00 pm CST/CDT

From: Runge, leff <jeff runge@fws.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, June 8, 2021 9:33 AM

To: Bessken, Charlene <charlene_bessken@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: R-Project Update

Charlie,

| wanted to check back in with you to see if you had comments/edits. Note that | changed the
text which now says that the Service does not support mowing/thatch removal because of
impacts to non-ABB resources.

Jeff

From: Stubbs, Kevin <kevin_stubbs@fws.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 1:25 PM

To: Runge, Jeff <jeff_runge@fws.gov>; Burgess, Angela <Angela_Burgess@fws.gov>; DeBerry, Drue
<drue_deberry@fws.gov>; Porath, Mark T <mark_porath@fws.gov>; Powell, Tyson H
<Tyson.Powell@sol.doi.gov>; Bessken, Charlene <charlene_bessken@fws.gov>; Skorupa, Joseph
<Joseph_Skorupa@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: R-Project Update

| spoke with Wyatt and he does not think the matting would affect soil temps enough to
adversely affect ABBs in the winter. | have attached a draft with my comments.


mailto:Charlene_Bessken@fws.gov
mailto:Jeff_Runge@fws.gov

Let me know if you have any questions.

Kevin
918-695-6769

From: Runge, Jeff <jeff_runge@fws.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 7:27 AM

To: Burgess, Angela <Angela_Burgess@fws.gov>; DeBerry, Drue <drue_deberry@fws.gov>; Porath,
Mark T <mark_porath@fws.gov>; Powell, Tyson H <Tyson.Powell@sol.doi.gov>; Stubbs, Kevin
<kevin_stubbs@fws.gov>; Bessken, Charlene <charlene_bessken@fws.gov>; Skorupa, Joseph
<Joseph_Skorupa@fws.gov>

Subject: R-Project Update

Everyone,

Because it has been a long time since we last coordinated, | wanted to provide an update on
R-Project activities and copied the broader group for awareness.

Regarding minimization/avoidance measures, we had a good meeting among biologists two
weeks ago, and | think we are getting closer to an agreement on measures. | am waiting on
comments from Kevin and Charlie on the draft policy document and will revise the document
based on comments. We would need to share the draft policy document with NGPC for
review/comment prior to finalizing.

| have also been working with Joe on the assessment of 35 acres of soil disturbance. After
Joe’s initial read of the draft assessment, he needed a closer look at the utility of using trap
data to estimate density. | sent several references that attempted to extrapolate densities
from trap data. Once we hear back from Joe, | will schedule a meeting with this working group
to discuss findings.

Mark received a call form Jim Jenniges last week asking where we are at in our evaluation of
the White Paper, but there does not appear to be a big push by NPPD to wrap this up (Mark
please clarify if | misstated anything). Also, Matt is in next week, so we may be able to get
some of his time for the whooping crane. Let me know if there is anything more | could be
doing in the interim. Do we need to check back in with WAPA and Thunderhead?

Jeff

Jeff Runge

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
9325 South Alda Road

Wood River, Nebraska 68883



Office: (308) 218-0049
Cell: (308) 216-0384





